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Boston, Massachusetts 
PENELOPE BITZAS, mezzo-soprano 
ALLISON VOTH, piano 
-with Guest Artists-
DIANE HEFFNER, clarinet 
APOSTOLOS P ARASKEV AS, guitar 
A Prairie Diary 
Prairie Dawn 
Recipe 
No Rain 
Still Alive 
Transformation Song 
I Call Your Name 
Bobby Shafto 
Evening Song 
Saturday, April 29, 1995 
3:00p.m. 
PROGRAM 
Ms. Bitzas, Ms. Voth, Ms. Heffner 
Kim Sherman 
(b. 1954) 
Giovanna d' Arco Gioachino Rossini 
(1792-1868) 
Recitative 
Aria 
Recitative 
Aria 
Fruhlingsglaube 
Ganymede 
Die junge Nonne 
Am See 
Ms. Bitzas and Ms. Voth 
-Intermission-
Ms. Bitzas and Ms. Voth 
Franz Schubert 
(1797-1828) 
0 Yiftos 
I Yria Zoi 
Yifti 
Ms. Bitzas and Ms. Voth 
Ka·imos 
E"ivala 
To Fengaraki 
To Siyaretto 
Ms. Bitzas and Mr. Paraskevas 
Leonidas Zoras 
(b. 1905) 
Manolis Kalomiris 
(1883-1962) 
Menelaos Pallandios 
(b. 1914) 
Mikis Theodorakis 
(b. 1925) 
Yannis Spanos 
Manos Hadjizakis 
(1925-1994) 
Old Popular Song 
PROGRAM NOTES 
A Prairie Diary came about after Darrah Cloud and I worked 
on a musical-theater adaptation of Willa Cather's first novel, Q 
Pioneers! Our collaboration spanned a three year period of 
experimentation with putting the novel into theatrical form. 
Songs were written and tried and kept or rejected from the final 
version. It was these rejected songs that became the inspiration 
for this song cycle. Settings of three poems by Willa Cather 
round out the cycle. 
The material in the text evokes images of my own childhood 
in the midwest. I wanted to give a voice to that vastness, the 
sky and the land, and a sound to the feeling of belonging to the 
dream of this country. And always, the words from O Pioneers! 
rang through my thoughts as I wrote this music. "For the first 
time, perhaps, since that land emerged from the waters of 
geologic ages, a human face was set toward it with love and 
yearning. It seemed beautiful to her, rich and strong and 
glorious. Her eyes drank in the breadth of it, until her tears 
blinded her. Then the genius of the Divide, the great, free spirit 
which breathes across it, must have bent lower than it ever bent 
to a human will before. The history of every country begins in 
the heart of a man or a woman ." 
A Prairie Diary was written at the request of baritone 
Stephen Kalm who performed its premier in New York City in 
October of 1990. 
Kim D. Sherman 
MEET THE ARTISTS 
Penelope Bitzas, mezzo-soprano, is a newly appointed 
Assistant Professor of Voice at Boston University . She has been 
a soloist in concert work under conductors Kurt Masur, Seiji 
Ozawa, Luciano Berio, Robert Page And Richard Westenburg. 
Her operatic experience includes roles with Opera Omaha, 
Minnesota Opera, Boston Concert Opera, Midwest Opera 
Theatre, Little Orchestra Society of New York and Ithaca Opera. 
Ms. Bitzas has concertized in the United States, Germany, 
Greece, Cyprus and Turkey. She has premiered numerous 
contemporary music compositions both in Boston and in New 
York, in Merkin Hall, Alice Tully Hall and Jordan Hall. Ms 
Bitzas was a National Finalist in the Metropolitan Opera 
Auditions in New York, received two fellowships to 
Tanglewood, was a member of the Minnesota Opera Studio and 
the New Music Ensemble at the Banff Centre in Canada. 
Ms. Bitzas has taught voice at Gustavus Adolphus 
College in Minnesota, Cornell University, Ithaca College and 
Wagner College. She received her undergraduate degree from 
Ithaca College and her Master of Music from the New England 
Conservatory. Ms. Bitzas is originally from Worcester, MA and 
currently resides in New York. 
Allison Voth, pianist, is best known for her appearances 
with the renowned soprano Lucine Amara of the Metropolitan 
Opera . Together they have concertized extensively, delighting 
audiences and critics alike. Ms. Voth's vast experience includes 
vocal recitals, chamber concerts and frequent appearances in 
orchestras under conductors such as Leonard Slatkin, Gunthur 
Schuller and John Nelson. She has accompanied winners of the 
New York International Naumberg Competition and Canada's 
prestigious Ekhardt Grammate Competition. Recognized for 
her work in contemporary music, Ms. Voth has given 
numerous world premieres and has performed in the Museum 
of Modern Art Summer Garden Concert Series. She has also 
performed with the New Music Consort and the Group for 
Contemporary Players. As the orchestral pianist in the National 
Orchestral Association New Music Project under conductor 
Jorge Mester she was awarded the Klaus Adams Award and the 
Helen Stanton Special Projects Award. 
A native of Vancouver, Canada, Ms. Voth resides in New 
York, where she is a freelance coach and accompanist. Currently 
she commutes to Boston, where she is head coach of the 
contemporary opera productions at Boston University's Opera 
Institute. Ms. Voth received her Masters of Music in 
Accompanying from the Manhattan School of Music and has 
worked privately with Martin Katz and Warren Jones. Ms .. 
Voth can be heard on CRI recordings. 
Diane Heffner, clarinetist is an active freelancer and teacher . 
She received her Bachelor of Music and Masters of Music from 
the New England Conservatory of Music and studied with 
Joseph Allard. She currently performs with Dinosaur Annex 
Music Ensemble, Alea III, Emanuel Music, Boston Baroque, 
Handel and Haydn Society and the Philharmonia Baroque in 
San Francisco. She is equally at home on modern and historical 
period clarinets. In addition she is the jazz tenor saxophone 
with the All Newton Woodwind Sextet. Ms . Heffner teaches at 
Tufts University, Brandeis University, Dartmouth College, the 
All-Newton Music School and the New School of Music. 
Apostolos Paraskevas is a native of Greece. He received his 
Teaching Diploma from the Philharmonia Conservatory 
(Volos). His studies continued at the Modern Conservatory of 
Salonica where he received his Soloist Diploma. Mr . 
Paraskevas has also studied at the Instituto Superior deArte in 
Havana, Cuba under the guidance of Leo Brouwer, Jaun Duarte, 
Alirio Diaz, and Costas Cotsiolis. He has been seen on the 
natio nal television stations of Hungary, Cuba and Greece and 
has been heard on the national radios of Moscow, Cuba and 
Greece, not to mention WGBH-Morning Pro Music (Boston) . 
He has performed more than 200 recitals and as a soloist with 
orchestras in Bulgaria, Israel, England, Cuba, Hungary and the 
U.S.A .. Mr. Paraskevas has participated as a teacher, composer 
and performer in such festivals as the International Festival of 
Volos, International Guitar Festival of Cuba, International 
Guitar Festival of Eztergom, International Guitar Congress 
(Greece), Andres Segovia Festival (Boston Guitar Society), and 
the Music Festival of Varadero (Cuba) . He has received such 
awards as an Honor Diploma "Guitarist of the Year, 1991" for 
his "Sound Show" concert that took place in Greece, the Red 
Cross Diploma for his artistic offerings, and an "Honor Diploma 
for Artists" of Palacio de Junco (Cuba). Mr. Paraskevas has made 
recordings of Latin American pieces by people such as A. Lauro, 
A. Barrios Mancore, L. Brouwer, and the Terzo Concerto for 
guitar by Mauro Giulianni . Mr. Paraskevas is also the Artistic . 
Director of the International Guitar Congress that takes place in 
Athens every year. 
May 1 &3 
4:00 p.m. 
May2 
8:00 p.m. 
May4 
8:00 p.m. 
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8:00 p.m. 
May6 
8:00 p.m. 
UPCOMING EVENTS· 
Boston University 
Undergraduate Opera Program 
A Courtroom Cosi 
conceived and directed by 
Will Graham 
musical direction by 
Mark Aliapoulios 
and Linda Osborn-Blaschke 
SF A Concert Hall 
855 Commonwealth Avenue 
Boston University Symphony Orchestra 
David Hoose, conductor 
with 
1995 Concerto/Aria Competition 
Winners 
The Tsai Performance Center 
685 Commonwealth Avenue 
The Muir Quartet 
The Tsai Performance Center 
685 Commonwealth Ave. 
Boston University Collegium Musicum 
Emilio Ros-Fabregas, director 
SF A Concert Hall 
855 Commonwealth Ave. 
Faculty Recital 
Kenneth Amis, tuba 
Marsh Chapel 
735 Commonwealth Ave. 
For furth er information, please call 353-3349 or 353-TSAI. 
Boston University School for the Arts 
Advisory Board 
Nancy Reis Joaquim 
Esther B. Kahn 
Stephen M. Mindich 
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Administration 
Bruce MacCombie, Dean 
Christopher Kendall, Director, Music Division 
Walt Meissner, Associate Dean for Administrative Affairs 
Patricia Mitro, Assistant Dean of Enrollment 
Stuart Baron, Director, Visual Arts Division 
Roger Croucher, Director, Theatre Arts Division 
Leslie Byrne, Public Relations Director 
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The School for tl1e Arts welcomes your support to help continue tltese concerts. 
F11rther infonnation regarding gifts to tlte Scltool may be obtained from: 11,e 
School for tlte Arts Development Office, 855 Commonwealtlt Aven11e, Rm. 202, 
Boston, MA 02215 (617) 353-7293. 
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